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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

On this second Sunday in Advent, we turn our hearts to the words 

of Mark 1:1-8. The passage resonates with the spirit of preparation 

and anticipation, as John the Baptist heralds the arrival of Jesus 

Christ. In the midst of the holiday hustle, these verses serve as a 

gentle reminder to prepare not just physically but spiritually. 

John's call for repentance encourages us to reflect on our actions 

and align ourselves with the message of love and compassion that 

Christ brings. As we light the second candle of the Advent wreath, 

let it symbolise the growing anticipation of the arrival of the Light 

of the World. May we, like John, pave the way for hope, joy and 

transformation in our lives and communities, creating paths 

straight for the love that the Christmas season embodies. 

Orientation Day on Tuesday was a resounding success, particularly 

in extending a warm welcome to our new students and 

introducing them to their classes for the upcoming year. It was 

wonderful to witness the seamless integration of fresh faces into 

our school community. The atmosphere was one of anticipation 

and excitement as students familiarise themselves with their 

future classrooms and had a glimpse of next year. As we look 

forward to next year, the positive energy from Orientation Day 

sets a promising tone for a collaborative and enriching learning 

experience. 

Next week is the final week of the year. It is also an extremely busy week with a number of events and celebrations throughout 

the week. On Wednesday we celebrate 7 years of primary school with the grade 6 children and their parents with our 

graduation evening in the Parish Hall. To conclude the week we have a whole school Mass. This is a further opportunity to wish 

everyone a safe and restful Christmas and New Year and to thank everyone for their contribution to another successful year. 

 

 

Paul Wilkinson  

Principal 

CALENDAR 
DECEMBER 2023  

Fri 8th  PSG Meetings 

Fri 8th Foundation – Bendigo Cinema 

Wed 13th Lunch on the oval 

Wed 13th  Graduation Evening 

Thur 14th  Grade 2 – Bendigo Cinema 

Fri 15th  Whole School Mass @ 9.15am 

Fri 15th  Last day of Term for Students @3.15pm 

  

JANUARY 2024  

Mon 29th First day for Staff 

Tues 30th  First Day of Term 1 for students 

  
 

NEWSLETTER  

   MASS TIMES 

Holy Rosary – Hamelin St 

Saturday’s 6pm   Sunday’s 10am 

Weekday Masses – Tues - Sat 9.15am 
 

St Francis Xavier – Strickland Rd 

Sunday – 8.30am     
 

 

 

 

D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r 8

t
h 2

0
2

3
  N

o
.4

0
 

Check out our school Facebook page to stay 
up to date with the latest news! 
https://www.facebook.com/holyrosaryprimar
yschoolwhitehills/ 

https://www.facebook.com/holyrosaryprimaryschoolwhitehills/
https://www.facebook.com/holyrosaryprimaryschoolwhitehills/


SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Catholic Identity 

WHOLE SCHOOL MASS - FRIDAY 15th DECEMBER at 9:15am 

We will come together for our final whole school Mass in the Church on 

Friday 15th December at 9.15am. We invite all of our parents, friends and 

community members to come together to celebrate the wonderful 2023 

school year. 

 

ST VINNIES CHRISTMAS HAMPER DRIVE  

Thank you to all the families who have kindly donated to the Christmas 

charity appeal. We are still taking donations until Wednesday 13th  

December. Jim and Helen Austin from St Vincent De Paul will collect 

these items on Thursday and distribute them to the White Hills 

community accordingly. 

 

2024 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Details regarding next year's Sacramental program will be provided early in 

Term 1 2024. However, families who participated in Reconciliation this year 

have received an email regarding an online pre-registration session on 

Thursday 1st February. If you did not receive this email and believe you 

should have, please contact Jo Thurley ASAP. 

  

PARISH NEWS 

2023 CCPR RAFFLE - LIST OF WINNERS. DRAWN SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER 

AT 7:30PM   Permit No – 10175/23 

LIST OF WINNERS DRAWN 

Prize Ticket No. Winner 

Kia Picanto Car 25450 Marian Flynn - St Thomas Parish Drysdale  

$5000 Voucher 26548 Ann McGeary - Lifeboat Geelong 

$3000 Voucher 16925 Liam Gill - Holy Trinity Parish East Bentleigh 

$1000 Voucher 09756 David Swlleksz - Holy Family Parish Mt Waverley 

$1000 Voucher 07033 Mirco Kovac - Resurrection Parish Keysborough 

$500 Voucher 09505 Peter Agardy - Holy Family Parish Mt Waverley 

$500 Voucher 55483 Losefo - Holy Child Parish Dallas. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

AUSLAN SANTA: 

The pilot program from last year has expanded to selected Westfield Shopping Centres in most states of Australia for 2023. 

Deaf and hard-of-hearing children and their families will be able to communicate in their own language with an Auslan-fluent 

Santa. This initiative, being able to talk to Santa, has been welcomed by the Deaf community. Children in regional Victoria 

will need to travel to NSW or suburbs in Melbourne to have this magical experience. 

Mary Pianta. Disability Contact Coordinator. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & prayers for vocations: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with prayers for vocations, 

for our priests, and seminarians will be held at St Kilian’s Church on Thursday 14th December at 11.00am followed by Mass 

at 12.10pm. “The harvest is great but the labourers are few, pray that the Lord of the harvest sends labourers into His harvest”  

Bendigo Club of Serra International. 

 

Our next Parish BBQ at Bunnings is Sunday 17th December 2023. Kevin Lane and Frank Gargiulo will be coordinating the BBQ 

together and we require volunteers between 8.30am and 4.30pm. Parishioners can contact Frank Gargiulo on 0409468690 

or Kevin Lane on 0458485223. 

 



 

SECONDHAND UNIFORMS 

We currently have a lot of items especially rugby jumpers in our secondhand uniform area. Please come and fill a 

bag for gold coin donation for the next two weeks. Come and stock up for next winter. 

 

 

HEALTH & PE WEEK - NEXT WEEK 

Next week we finish off the term with our Health and PE Week. Students are encouraged to wear their 

sports uniform and will be able to participate in extra PE and Health activities throughout the week.  

*Morning Run/Walk Club - Each morning students can walk or run laps of the oval, listening to music. 

The year level that completes the most laps will get a prize at the end of the week. 

*Christmas Lunch - Wednesday the whole school will come together for lunch on the oval and listen to 

Christmas carols. Students are invited to wear a Santa hat during lunch, along with their usual sports 

uniform. 

Further to this there will be junior and senior lunchtime sports activities. Then on Friday we finish the 

week with the Grade 6 v Staff hockey match. 

 

GRADE 2 

Today the Grade 2’s received their award for having a successful year. We had pizza for lunch and popcorn for dessert. To make 

our day more comfortable we wore pyjamas while watching the Grinch. What a relaxing way to finish our week.

FoodShare is located in the Rosarium building, in the room directly 
inside of the big glass doors that you enter through.  
Bags are available to fill with what you require. There is no need to 
ask before taking, we welcome you to come and just take what you 
may need.  

Food items often 
available include: 

- Tinned 
Spaghetti 

- Pasta Sauce 

- Rice 

- Vegetables 

- Frozen 
items 

- Wraps 

- Milk 

- Bread 

Holy Rosary is pleased to partner with FoodShare, Bendigo to provide 
food relief for families who may need it. Food is delivered each 
Tuesday morning and is available for ALL of our school community to 
use.  

 



ATTENDANCE  

 

 

 

STUDENT NEWS 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Students who are celebrating their birthdays this week are Ivy Penny, Annabelle Reeves, William Reeves and 

Emmanuel White. Happy Birthday to you and we hope you have a wonderful day. 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students of the Week 

FJM Lily P 

FMM Clementine M 

1CV Chelsea W 

1GS Matilda B 

2JH Marley W 

2SD Indiana V 

3CW Josh M 

3OG Charlie M 

4BD Remmi C 

4LS Tahlia M 

5DL Lucy P 

5JO Maddy G 

6DW Xander B 

6MG Maddi G 

YMCA Natalie H 

80%

85%

90%

95%

100%

Foundation Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

Year Level Attendance - Week 10, Term 4



 

How Can We Help? 

At Holy Rosary, we are always here to offer any support that we can, whether it be emotional, 

physical, spiritual or mentally. We can assist with support relating to your child or needs your 

family may have at the present time. Please reach out to your child’s teacher, the office staff or 

Jo Thurley (Deputy Principal) at any time! 
 

We may assist with 

▪ Practical Help (Meals, groceries etc) 

▪ A Listening Ear 

▪ School Attendance 

▪ General information & advice, with links to outside agencies & community support 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS 

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Gingerbread will be available to order for the last Canteen of 2023. Choc chip biscuits will not be 

available next week. Flexi schools will not allow you to put in your reoccurring order if it usually contains a 

Choc chip biscuit. Sorry for the confusion. 

Have you been thinking about volunteering in our school Canteen but not sure that you have what it takes?  

Good news! You don’t need any special culinary skills; just a friendly can-do attitude and a Working with Children Check! 
 

Should we not have enough volunteers for the coming week by Thursday morning, we will be unable to offer our regular 

canteen.   If you are able to volunteer in our Canteen, please contact the school office or Lindy Vance on 0409 067 404. 
 

HOLY ROSARY CANTEEN 
VOLUNTEER ROSTER - TERM 4 2023 

DATE TIME VOLUNTEERS 

DECEMBER 2023 

Fri 15th December 9.00am – 12.00pm Volunteer Needed & Volunteer Needed 

 10.30am – 12.00pm Volunteer Needed 

 1.30pm - 2.30pm Maree 

 

  



SPORTS & COMMUNITY NEWS 


